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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We are brothers and sisters in Christ who are about
“Proclaiming God'’s grace through faith and love.”

If you are a visitor, please make yourself at home and don’t hesitate to ask a question. There
will be the celebration of Holy Communion in the 9:15a.m. and 10:30a.m. services today. If
you are not a member of Grace and desire to commune, please speak with the pastor before
the service. If you are physically unable to commune at the altar, the pastor would be happy to
serve you in your pew. Please, notify an usher before the service begins.

You can follow the whole service here in this folder as well as on the displays. Some parts of
the service will be found in the burgundy “Lutheran Service Book” hymnals in the pew back.

THE FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

September 13, 2020

Today in Worship

e We live in a world filled with uncertainty, and much of this uncertainty is so personal.
Who we are and what it is that gives our lives identity, meaning, and purpose go to the
very heart of the questions for our times. Today, Paul reminds us that we belong to the
Lord. Whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord.

e We lift up in prayer this morning our four confirmands who will confess and be
confirmed in the faith this morning. Rejoice with them and with us!

e God’s Grace to you as you partake of Your one and only Savior Jesus this day.

Ringing of the Bells
Welcome

Opening Hymn Lutheran Service Book #818

“In Thee Is Gladness”

1. In Thee is gladness Amid all sadness, Jesus, sunshine of my heart.
By Thee are given The gifts of heaven, Thou the true Redeemer art.
Our souls Thou wakest, Our bonds Thou breakest;

Who trusts Thee surely Has built securely; He stands forever; Alleluia!
Our hearts are pining To see Thy shining,

Dying or living To Thee are cleaving; Naught can us sever: Alleluial



2. Since He is ours, We fear no powers, Not of earth nor sin nor death.

He sees and blesses In worst distresses; He can change them with a breath.
Wherefore the story Tell of His glory

With hearts and voices; All heav'n rejoices In Him forever: Alleluial

We shout for gladness, Triumph o’er sadness,

Love Him and praise Him And still shall raise Him Glad hymns forever: Alleluia!

Invocation

(P} In the name of the Father and of the " Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession & Absolution

(P) Let us confess our sins to God, confident of His grace and forgiveness to all who
are penitent.

I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of heaven and to you,
my brothers and sisters, that | have sinned in thought, word, and deed by my
fault, by my own fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore | pray God
Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to
everlasting life. Amen.

(P} The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, and remission of
all your sins. Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and
by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the " Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Salutatlon and Prayer of the Day 2 Timothy 4:22

(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

(P) Let us pray. Gracious Lord, You have rescued us from our bondage to sin and
given us a new life and identity in Baptism. Grant us Your grace that we live in
peace with all people and show to those around us the same forgiveness that
You have shown to us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.



Old Testament Reading Genesis 50:15-21

“At the death of their father, Jacob, Joseph reassured his brothers that he forgave them and
recognized the hand of God at work in their lives.”

The Old Testament Reading for the Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost is from
Genesis, chapter 50.

15When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that
Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” ¢ So they
sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this command before he died: ¥’
‘Say to Joseph, “Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their sin,
because they did evil to you.”” And now, please forgive the transgression of the
servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 8 His
brothers also came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your
servants.” 1° But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am | in the place of God? %°
As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about
that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. %! So do not fear; | will
provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to
them.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading Romans 14:1-12

“If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord.”
The Epistle Reading is from Romans, chapter 14.

141 As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over
opinions. 2 One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats
only vegetables. 3 Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains, and let
not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has
welcomed him. * Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is
before his own master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is
able to make him stand.

> One person esteems one day as better than another, while another esteems all
days alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. ® The one who
observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor
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of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in
honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God. ” For none of us lives to himself, and
none of us dies to himself. & For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die
to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's. ° For to
this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of
the living.

10 Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your
brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; ! for it is written,

“As | live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,
and every tongue shall confess to God.”

1250 then each of us will give an account of himself to God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel Matthew 18:21-35

“How often must | forgive my brother? How often has God forgiven you?”

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18th chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

21 Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against
me, and | forgive him? As many as seven times?” ?? Jesus said to him, “I do not say to
you seven times, but seventy-seven times.

2 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to

settle accounts with his servants. ?* When he began to settle, one was brought to
him who owed him ten thousand talents. 2> And since he could not pay, his master
ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment
to be made. 2° So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with
me, and | will pay you everything.” 2/ And out of pity for him, the master of that
servant released him and forgave him the debt. 22 But when that same servant went
out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and
seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.” ?° So his fellow
servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you.
30 He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt.
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31 When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed,
and they went and reported to their master all that had taken place. 32 Then his
master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! | forgave you all that
debt because you pleaded with me. ** And should not you have had mercy on your
fellow servant, as | had mercy on you?’ 3* And in anger his master delivered him to
the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 3> So also my heavenly Father will do to
every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.”

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

8:00 Service

The Apostles Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty. From thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

9:15 / 10:30 Service
The Nicene Creed

Message for Children from God’s Word

Hymn of the Day Lutheran Service Book #864
“Shepherd of Tender Youth”

1. Shepherd of tender youth, Guiding in love and truth
Through devious ways; Christ, our triumphant king,

We come Your name to sing And here our children bring
To join Your praise.



2. You are the holy Lord, O all-subduing Word,

Healer of strife. Yourself You did abase

That from sin’s deep disgrace You so might save our race
And give us life.

3. You are the great High Priest; You have prepared the feast
Of holy love; And in our mortal pain

None calls on You in vain; Our plea do not disdain;

Help from above.

4. O ever be our guide, Our shepherd, and our pride,
Our staff and song. Jesus, O Christ of God,

By Your enduring Word Lead us where You have trod;
Make our faith strong.

5. So now, and till we die, Sound we Your praises high
And joyful sing: Infant and all the throng,

Who to the Church belong, Unite to swell the song
To Christ, our king!

Sermon

10:30 Service

Rite of Confirmation
Stand

Prayer of the Church

Responses dfter each petition:
(P) Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

The prayers conclude:
(P) Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray,
trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

(9:15 a.m. + 10:30 a.m. Services continue on page 9 of the Worship Folder.)
PROTOTOTOTOTOTOTOTOTOTOTOTOTOTOTOTOTOTOTOTOTOTOXOTOTOTOTOXOTOTOTOTOTOTOXOXOTOTOTOTOXOTOTOTOTOTOX
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8:00 a.m. Service

Lord’s Prayer
The Closing Prayer

P) Let us pray. Grant us grace, heavenly Father, that we not think too highly of
ourselves and too little of our neighbor, but give welcome in Your name to all
people and rejoice because You have filled us with Your redeeming love in Jesus
Christ, our Lord, with whom, in whom, and through whom all honor and glory is
Yours, almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, both now and forevermore.

Amen.

Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
(P) The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and " give you peace.
Amen.

Announcements

CIOSing Hymn Lutheran Service Book #851
“Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”

1. Lord of glory, You have bought us With Your life-blood as the price,
Never grudging for the lost ones That tremendous sacrifice;

And with that have freely given Blessings countless as the sand

To the unthankful and the evil With Your own unsparing hand.

2. Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give You Gladly, freely of Your own.
With the sunshine of Your goodness Melt our thankless hearts of stone
Till our cold and selfish natures, Warmed by You, at length believe
That more happy and more blessed ‘Tis to give than to receive.

3. Wondrous honor You have given To our humblest charity

In Your own mysterious sentence, “You have done it all to Me.”
Can it be, O gracious Master, That You deign for alms to sue,
Saying by Your poor and needy, “Give as | have giv'n to you”?
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4. Lord of glory, You have bought us With Your life-blood as the price,
Never grudging for the lost ones That tremendous sacrifice;

Give us faith to trust You boldly, Hope, to stay our souls on You;

But, oh, best of all Your graces, With Your love our love renew.

This concludes the 8:00 a.m. Service
W S T O T T T TOTOTTOTOTOTOTOTOTOTOTOTOTOTOTOTOTOTOTOTOTOTOTOT T OTOTOT O TOTOTOTOR

9:15a.m. /10:30 a.m. Service
Service of the Sacrament

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and
glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only
bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with him and with one
another. Our Lord invites to his table those who trust his words, repent of
all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves
us, that they may show forth his death until he comes.

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily
do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of
the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in
doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation
and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the
sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor.

Preface
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

The Lord’s Prayer
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Words Of Our Lord Lutheran Service Book p. 197

Pax Domini  “7he Peace of our Lord” Lutheran Service Book p. 197
(P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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Agnus Dei “Lamb of God” Lutheran Service Book p. 198
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.

Distribution Hymn Lutheran Service Book #609

“Jesus Sinners Doth Receive”

1. Jesus sinners doth receive; Oh, may all this saying ponder
Who in sin’s delusions live And from God and heaven wander!
Here is hope for all who grieve: Jesus sinners doth receive.
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2. We deserve but grief and shame, Yet His words, rich grace revealing,
Pardon, peace, and life proclaim; Here our ills have perfect healing.
Firmly in these words believe: Jesus sinners doth receive.

3. Sheep that from the fold did stray No true shepherd e’er forsaketh;
Weary souls that lost their way Christ, the Shepherd, gently taketh
In His arms that they may live: Jesus sinners doth receive.

4.1, a sinner, come to Thee With a penitent confession.
Savior, mercy show to me; Grant for all my sins remission.
Let these words my soul relieve: Jesus sinners doth receive.

5. Oh, how blest it is to know: Were as scarlet my transgression,
It shall be as white as snow By Thy blood and bitter passion;
For these words | now believe: Jesus sinners doth receive.

6. Now my conscience is at peace; From the Law | stand acquitted.
Christ hath purchased my release And my ev’ry sin remitted.
Naught remains my soul to grieve: Jesus sinners doth receive.

7. Jesus sinners doth receive; Also | have been forgiven;
And when | this earth must leave, | shall find an open heaven.
Dying, still to Him | cleave: Jesus sinners doth receive.

The Closing Prayer

P} Let us pray. Grant us grace, heavenly Father, that we not think too highly of
ourselves and too little of our neighbor, but give welcome in Your name to all
people and rejoice because You have filled us with Your redeeming love in Jesus
Christ, our Lord, with whom, in whom, and through whom all honor and glory is
Yours, almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, both now and forevermore.

Amen.

Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
(P) The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and " give you peace.
Amen.
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Announcements

CIOSing Hymn Lutheran Service Book #851
“Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”

1. Lord of glory, You have bought us With Your life-blood as the price,
Never grudging for the lost ones That tremendous sacrifice;

And with that have freely given Blessings countless as the sand

To the unthankful and the evil With Your own unsparing hand.

2. Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give You Gladly, freely of Your own.
With the sunshine of Your goodness Melt our thankless hearts of stone
Till our cold and selfish natures, Warmed by You, at length believe
That more happy and more blessed ‘Tis to give than to receive.

3. Wondrous honor You have given To our humblest charity

In Your own mysterious sentence, “You have done it all to Me.”
Can it be, O gracious Master, That You deign for alms to sue,
Saying by Your poor and needy, “Give as | have giv'n to you”?

4. Lord of glory, You have bought us With Your life-blood as the price,
Never grudging for the lost ones That tremendous sacrifice;

Give us faith to trust You boldly, Hope, to stay our souls on You;

But, oh, best of all Your graces, With Your love our love renew.
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Confirmation
September 13, 2020

Grace f_vangelical |_utheran C|1urc|1

630 N. Monroe Street
Monroe, Michigan 48162

Rev. Mark Witte
Rev. Robert Auxter
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My name is Carly Kuehnlein. | am 15 years old and
the youngest child of Jerry and Diane Kuehnlein. |
have on brother Connor who is 17 years old. |
started the 9th grade at Monroe High School this
year, currently doing remote learning from home. In
my time away from school | am very involved in the
sport of gymnastics. | am also involved in 4-H,
babysitting, and enjoy spending time with my friends.

Confirmation Verse:
“Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified, do
not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be
with you wherever you go.o
Joshua 1:9
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Why, hello there. My name is Gabe Nolan. My
interests include, but are not limited to football,
wrestling, and a little track on the side. 1am a
freshman at Jefferson High School. | live with
my parents and sister. In May of this year, two
little rottweiler puppies stumbled into my life.

Confirmation Verse:

il mysel f wild./ see hi m| e
not another, how my he g g
Job 19:27 :




Gavin Sheehan is a freshman in high school.
He is currently home-schooling with his mom for
the foreseeable future. Gavin is involved in
dance here in Monroe and has been in
productions such as “The Nutcracker”, “The
Wizard of Oz”, and “Peter Pan”. Gavin is active

in the youth group here at Grace.

Confirmation Verse:

“And when Jesus was baptized, immediately
he went up from the water, and behold, the
heavens were opened to him, and he saw the
spirit of God descending like a dove and coming
to rest on him; and behold, a voice from heaven

said, AThis 1is
wel | pl eased. 0
Matthew 3: 16-17
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My name is Corey Sparks. | am a freshman
at Monroe High School. | play football and
basketball. | like to hang with my friends &
family on the weekends. | plan to graduate in
2024 and then go to trade school or college.

Confirmation Verse:
“And he answered, AY o
your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your strength and with all
your mind, and neighb
Luke 10:27
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"Store up for yourselves treasures
{1 heaven, where moth & rust do
not destroy, & where thieves do not

hreak in and steal.
Matthew 6:100
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