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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We are brothers and sisters in Christ who are about

“Proclaiming God’s grace through faith and love.”
If you are a visitor, please make yourself at home and don’t hesitate to ask a question. There
will be the celebration of Holy Communion in the 8:00a.m. service today. If you are not a
member of Grace and desire to commune, please speak with the pastor before the service. If
you are physically unable to commune at the altar, the pastor would be happy to serve you in
your pew. Please, notify an usher before the service begins.
You can follow the whole service here in this folder as well as on the displays. Some parts of
the service will be found in the burgundy “Lutheran Service Book” hymnals in the pew back.

THE SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
September 20, 2020

Today in Worship
•

•

We find it hard not to notice others—what they have, what they earn, and how they
live. What is worse, however, is that we constantly compare ourselves to others. Most
of the time we figure that we are on the short end of the stick. But when it comes to the
kingdom of God, there is no room for quick comparisons. Instead, we stand in awe of
God’s rich mercy and generous grace. This is far more than we deserve. If we insist upon
comparing our situation to others and complaining, God’s response is clear. Take what
you have been given and leave. But if we let go of the comparisons, we find ourselves
blessed beyond measure with His forgiveness, life, and salvation.
God’s Grace to you as you partake of Your one and only Savior Jesus this day.

Handbell Prelude

“For the Beauty of the Earth”
Arranged by Barbara Baltzer Kinyon

Ringing of the Bells
Welcome

Opening Hymn (Handbell Accompaniment)
1. Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,
Whose trust, ever child-like, no cares could destroy:
Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,
Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.
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Lutheran Service Book #738
“Lord of All Hopefulness”

2. Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,
Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe:
Be there at our labors, and give us, we pray,
Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.
3. Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,
Your hands swift to welcome, Your arms to embrace:
Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,
Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.
4. Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,
Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm:
Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,
Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.

Invocation & Opening Sentences

Psalm 27:9

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Hide not Your face from me.
C Turn not Your servant away in anger,
P O You who have been my help.
C Cast me not off; forsake me not, O God of my salvation.

Confession & Absolution

Psalm 32:1

P Let us confess our sins to God our Father.
C I, a poor sinner, plead guilty before God of all sins. I have lived as if God did
not matter and as if I mattered most. My Lord’s name I have not honored as I
should; my worship and prayers have faltered. I have not let His love have its
way with me, and so my love for others has failed. There are those whom I
have hurt, and those whom I have failed to help. My thoughts and desires
have been soiled with sin.
P Is this your sincere confession?
C I am sorry for all my sins, and I ask for grace that I may do better. Amen.
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P As you believe, so let it be. Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for
you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins, in the name of the
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Salutation and Prayer of the Day

2 Timothy 4:22

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray. O blessed Lord, since we cannot count on anything we have done,
give us grace to count on Christ and His redeeming work upon the cross. As we
delight in His grace, so give us humility to receive Your generosity without
offense and trust in Your mercy alone for our salvation; through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C Amen.

Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 55:6-9

“Seek the Lord while He may be found.”

L The Old Testament Reading for the Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost is from
Isaiah, chapter 55.
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Seek the Lord while he may be found;
call on him while he is near.
7
Let the wicked forsake their ways
and the unrighteous their thoughts.
Let them turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on them,
and to our God, for he will freely pardon.
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“For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your ways my ways,”
declares the Lord.
9
“As the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.
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L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading

Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30

“Let your manner of life be worthy of the Gospel of Christ.”

L The Second Reading is from Philippians, chapter one.
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Now I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has happened to me has
actually served to advance the gospel. 13 As a result, it has become clear throughout
the whole palace guard and to everyone else that I am in chains for Christ. 14 And
because of my chains, most of the brothers and sisters have become confident in
the Lord and dare all the more to proclaim the gospel without fear.
19

for I know that through your prayers and God’s provision of the Spirit of Jesus
Christ what has happened to me will turn out for my deliverance. 20 I eagerly expect
and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that
now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For
to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 22 If I am to go on living in the body, this will
mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! 23 I am torn
between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far; 24 but
it is more necessary for you that I remain in the body. 25 Convinced of this, I know
that I will remain, and I will continue with all of you for your progress and joy in the
faith, 26 so that through my being with you again your boasting in Christ Jesus will
abound on account of me.
27

Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a manner worthy of the gospel of
Christ. Then, whether I come and see you or only hear about you in my absence, I
will know that you stand firm in the one Spirit, striving together as one for the faith
of the gospel 28 without being frightened in any way by those who oppose you. This
is a sign to them that they will be destroyed, but that you will be saved—and that by
God. 29 For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe in him,
but also to suffer for him, 30 since you are going through the same struggle you saw I
had, and now hear that I still have.

L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel

Matthew 20:1-16
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“The last will be first and the first will be last.”

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 20th chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
20:1

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the
morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for a
denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 And going out about the third hour
he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and to them he said, ‘You go into
the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ 5 So they went. Going out
again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. 6 And about the
eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do
you stand here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He
said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ 8 And when evening came, the owner of
the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages,
beginning with the last, up to the first.’ 9 And when those hired about the eleventh
hour came, each of them received a denarius. 10 Now when those hired first came,
they thought they would receive more, but each of them also received a denarius. 11
And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, 12 saying, ‘These last
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the
burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend,
I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what
belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. 15 Am I not
allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my
generosity?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first last.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
8:00 Service

The Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was
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crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the
third day he rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven.
And sits at the right hand of the Father. And he will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look
for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

9:15 / 10:30 Service

The Apostles Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty. From thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.

Message for Children from God’s Word
Hymn of the Day

Lutheran Service Book #869
“With the Lord Begin Your Task”

1. With the Lord begin your task; Jesus will direct it.
For His aid and counsel ask; Jesus will perfect it.
Ev’ry morn with Jesus rise, And when day is ended,
In His name then close your eyes; Be to Him commended.
2. Let each day begin with prayer, Praise, and adoration.
On the Lord cast ev’ry care; He is your salvation.
Morning, evening, and at night Jesus will be near you,
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Save you from the tempter’s might, With his presence cheer you.
3. With your Savior at your side, Foes need not alarm you;
In His promises confide, And no ill can harm you.
All your trust and hope repose In the mighty Master,
Who in wisdom truly knows How to stem disaster.
4. If your task be thus begun With the Savior’s blessing,
Safely then your course will run, Toward the promise pressing.
Good will follow ev’ry-where While you here must wander;
You at last the joy will share In the mansions yonder.
5. Thus, Lord Jesus, ev’ry task Be to You commended;
May Your will be done, I ask, Until life is ended.
Jesus, in Your name begun Be the day’s endeavor;
Grant that it may well be done To Your praise forever.

Sermon
Stand

Prayer of the Church
Responses after each petition:
P Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
The prayers conclude:
P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray,
trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.
(9:15 a.m. + 10:30 a.m. Services continue on page 12 of the Worship Folder.)


8:00 a.m. Service

Service of the Sacrament
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The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and
glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only
bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with him and with one
another. Our Lord invites to his table those who trust his words, repent of
all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves
us, that they may show forth his death until he comes.
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily
do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of
the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in
doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation
and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the
sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor.

Preface
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

The Lord’s Prayer
Words of Our Lord
Pax Domini “The Peace of Our Lord”

Lutheran Service Book p. 197
Lutheran Service Book p. 197

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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Agnus Dei

“Lamb of God”

Lutheran Service Book p. 198

Distribution Hymn

Lutheran Service Book #617
“O Lord, We Praise Thee”

1. O Lord, we praise Thee, bless Thee, and adore Thee,
In thanksgiving bow before Thee.
Thou with Thy body and Thy blood didst nourish
Our weak souls that they may flourish: O Lord, have mercy!
May thy body, Lord, born of Mary, That our sins and sorrows did carry,
And Thy blood for us plead In all trial, fear, and need:
O Lord, have mercy!
2. Thy holy body into death was given, Life to win for us in heaven.
No greater love than this to Thee could bind us;
May this feast there-of remind us! O Lord, have mercy!
Lord, Thy kindness did so contain Thee That Thy blood should bless and sustain me.
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All our debt Thou hast paid; Peace with God once more is made:
O Lord, have mercy!
3. May God bestow on us His grace and favor That we follow Christ our Savior
And live together here in love and union
Nor despise this blest Communion! O Lord, have mercy!
Let not Thy good Spirit forsake us; Grant that heav’nly-minded He make us;
Give Thy Church, Lord, to see Days of peace and unity:
O Lord, have mercy!

The Closing Prayer
P Let us pray. O God, You satisfy the longing of our hearts with great mercy and
bring us to the fullness of Your grace and favor. Sustain us through temptation,
and deliver us from trouble that we be sustained in this faith to the day of
Christ’s return; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.

Benediction

Numbers 6:24-26

P The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
C Amen.

Announcements
Closing Hymn

Lutheran Service Book #680
“Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise”

1. Thine the amen Thine the praise Alleluias angels raise
Thine the everlasting head Thine the breaking of the bread
Thine the glory Thine the story Thine the harvest then the cup
Thine the vineyard then the cup is lifted up lifted up.
2. Thine the life eternally Thine the promise let there be
Thine the vision Thine the tree All the earth of bended knee
Gone the nailing gone the railing Gone the pleading gone the cry
Gone the sighing gone the dying what was loss lifted high.
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3. Thine the truly Thine the yes Thine the table we the guest
Thine the mercy all from Thee Thine the glory yet to be
Then the ringing and the singing Then the end of all the war
Thine the living thine the loving ever-more ever-more.
4. Thine the kingdom Thine the prize Thine the wonder full surprise
Thine the banquet then the praise Then the justice of Thy ways
Thine the glory Thine the story Then the welcome to the least
Then the wonder all increasing at Thy feast at Thy feast.
5. Thine the glory in the night No more dying only light
Thine the river Thine the tree Then the Lamb eternally
Then the holy holy holy Celebration jubilee
Thine the splendor Thine the brightness only Thee only Thee.

This concludes the 8:00 a.m. Service

9:15 a.m. / 10:30 a.m. Service

Lord’s Prayer
The Closing Prayer
P Let us pray. O God, You satisfy the longing of our hearts with great mercy and
bring us to the fullness of Your grace and favor. Sustain us through temptation,
and deliver us from trouble that we be sustained in this faith to the day of
Christ’s return; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.

Benediction

Numbers 6:24-26

P The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
C Amen.

Announcements
Closing Hymn

Words on page 11 – “Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise”
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