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Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We are brothers and sisters in Christ who are about

“Proclaiming God’s grace through faith and love.”
If you are a visitor, please make yourself at home and don’t hesitate to ask a question. There
will be the celebration of Holy Communion in the 8:00a.m. service today. If you are not a
member of Grace and desire to commune, please speak with the pastor before the service. If
you are physically unable to commune at the altar, the pastor would be happy to serve you in
your pew. Please, notify an usher before the service begins.
You can follow the whole service here in this folder as well as on the displays. Some parts of
the service will be found in the burgundy “Lutheran Service Book” hymnals in the pew back.

THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT
December 6, 2020

Today in Worship
•

•

This year, the holy evangelist St. Mark greets us to lead us through a new Church Year.
He does not, however, greet us as we might expect. For one thing, as his gospel begins,
he seems to have forgotten all about Christmas! At least Matthew and Luke tell of Mary
and Joseph and the baby lying in a manger and of angels and shepherds. But Mark? He
begins his book “the beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God” and then
proceeds to tell us of John the Baptist preparing for Jesus. He is saying, “Stop what
you’re doing. Repent again and welcome the Greater One, Jesus Christ, the Son of God.”
The Christian faith and life is one of continual repentance and faith. Watch and listen as
our Lord comes to us again, now, by His Spirit in His Word and Sacraments.
God’s Grace to you as you partake of Your one and only Savior Jesus this day.

Ringing of the Bells
Welcome

Opening Hymn

Lutheran Service Book #338
“Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

1. Come, Thou long-expected Jesus, Born to set Thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us; Let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, Hope of all the earth Thou art,
Dear desire of ev’ry nation, Joy of ev’ry longing heart.
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2. Born Thy people to deliver; Born a child and yet a king!
Born to reign in us forever, Now Thy gracious kingdom bring.
By Thine own eternal Spirit Rule in all our hearts alone;
By Thine all-sufficient merit Raise us to Thy glorious throne.

Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Confession & Absolution
P Prepare the way of the Lord. Recalling our Baptism into Christ, we confess our
sins to God in the full assurance of the gift of forgiveness by the mighty sacrifice
of His Son.
C O God, from the wilderness of lives disfigured and crushed by the devil, our
own sin, and the sins of others, we cry out to You for the forgiveness of our
sins, those that trouble us as well as those of which we are not aware. Restore
our life and faith by Your own command for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Amen.
P Upon this, your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you. And in the stead
and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Lighting of the Advent Wreath
P
C
P
C

Jesus Christ is the Light of the world,
the light no darkness can overcome.
Let Your light scatter the darkness
and illumine Your Church.

The first two candles on the Advent wreath are lit as we sing the verses

Verse

“We Light the Advent Candle” – tune: LSB 343 Prepare the Royal Highway
We light the Advent candle And wait for Christ to come.
With hope, we trust the promise That He will bring us home.
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Our hope is in our Savior Who wins for us God’s favor.
We wait with growing light Till God makes all things right!
We light the Advent candle
And thank the Lord for rest.
With peace, we know our Jesus
Has come to be our guest.
This peace beyond all knowing
Within our hearts is glowing.
We wait with growing light
Till God makes all things right!
Text: Lisa M. Clark. Copyright © 2013 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Salutation and Prayer of the Day

2 Timothy 4:22
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten
Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through
the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 40:1-11

“Comfort for God’s people”

L The Old Testament Reading for the Second Sunday in Advent is from Isaiah,
chapter 40.
1

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her
that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the Lord's hand
double for all her sins.
3
A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
2

4

4

Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
5
And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
6

A voice says, “Cry!”
And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All flesh is grass,
and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.
7
The grass withers, the flower fades
when the breath of the Lord blows on it;
surely the people are grass.
8
The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the word of our God will stand forever.
9

Go on up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good news;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good news;
lift it up, fear not;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Behold your God!”
10
Behold, the Lord God comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
behold, his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.
11
He will tend his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms;
he will carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead those that are with young.

L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

5

Epistle Reading

2 Peter 3:8-14

“The day of the Lord will come”

L The Epistle Reading is from 2nd Peter, chapter three.
8

But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his
promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any
should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will
come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly
bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done
on it will be exposed.
11

Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be
in lives of holiness and godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening the coming of the day
of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the
heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! 13 But according to his promise we are
waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.
14

Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him
without spot or blemish, and at peace.

L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel

Mark 1:1-8

“John the Baptist prepares the way”

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 1st chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
1

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.

2

As it is written in Isaiah the prophet,

“Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way,
3
the voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,’”

6

4

John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And all the country of Judea and all
Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camel's hair and wore a leather
belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And he preached, saying,
“After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not
worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I have baptized you with water, but he will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
8:00 Service

The Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all
things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the
third day he rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven.
And sits at the right hand of the Father. And he will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and I look
for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.
9:15 / 10:30 Service

The Apostles Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
7

died and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from
the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the
Father Almighty. From thence He shall come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.

Message for Children from God’s Word
Hymn of the Day

Lutheran Service Book #344
“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”

1. On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry Announces that the Lord is nigh;
Awake and hearken, for he brings Glad tidings of the King of kings!
2. Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin; Make straight the way for God within,
And let us all our hearts prepare For Christ to come and enter there.
3. We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord, Our refuge and our great reward;
Without Thy grace we waste away Like flow’rs that wither and decay.
4. Lay on the sick Thy healing hand And make the fallen strong to stand;
Show us the glory of Thy face Till beauty springs in ev’ry place.
∆ 5. All praise, eternal Son, to Thee Whose advent sets Thy people free,
Whom with the Father we adore And Holy Spirit evermore.

Sermon
Stand

Prayer of the Church
Responses after each petition:
P Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
The prayers conclude:
P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray,
trusting in Your mercy, through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.
8

(9:15 a.m. + 10:30 a.m. Services continue on page 12 of the Worship Folder.)


8:00 a.m. Service

Service of the Sacrament
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and
glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only
bread and wine but his very body and blood to eat and to drink for the
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with him and with one
another. Our Lord invites to his table those who trust his words, repent of
all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves
us, that they may show forth his death until he comes.
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily
do so to their great harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of
the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in
doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation
and The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the
sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor.

Preface
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

The Lord’s Prayer
Words of Our Lord

Lutheran Service Book p. 197

9

Pax Domini

Lutheran Service Book p. 197

Agnus Dei

Lutheran Service Book p. 198

“The Peace of Our Lord”
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.

“Lamb of God”

Distribution Hymn

Lutheran Service Book #341
“Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”

1. Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates! Behold, the King of glory waits.
The King of kings is drawing near; The Savior of the world is here.
Life and salvation He doth bring; Therefore rejoice and gladly sing.
To God the Father raise Your joyful songs of praise.
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2. A righteous Helper comes to thee; His chariot is humility,
His kingly crown is holiness, His scepter, pity in distress.
The end of all our woe He brings; Therefore the earth is glad and sings.
To Christ the Savior raise Your grateful hymns of praise.
3. How blest the land, the city blest, Where Christ the ruler is confessed!
O peaceful hearts and happy homes To whom this King in triumph comes!
The cloudless sun of joy is He Who comes to set His people free.
To God the Spirit raise Your happy shouts of praise.
4. Fling wide the portals of your heart; Make it a temple set apart
From earthly use for heav’n’s employ, Adorned with prayer and love and joy.
So shall your Sov’reign enter in And new and nobler life begin.
To God alone be praise For word and deed and grace!

The Closing Prayer
P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that not only do You call us to
repentance, but You also give us the gifts of repentance and forgiveness that we
might live as Your redeemed people; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.
C Amen.

Benediction

Numbers 6:24-26

P The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
C Amen.

Announcements
Closing Hymn

Lutheran Service Book #350
“Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come”

1. Come, Thou precious Ransom, come, Only hope for sinful mortals!
Come, O Savior of the world! Open are to Thee all portals.
Come, Thy beauty let us see; Anxiously we wait for Thee.
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2. Enter now my waiting heart, Glorious King and Lord most holy.
Dwell in me and ne’er depart, Though I am but poor and lowly.
Ah, what riches will be mine When Thou art my guest divine!
3. My hosannas and my palms Graciously receive, I pray Thee;
Evermore, as best I can, Savior, I will homage pay Thee,
And in faith I will embrace, Lord, Thy merit through Thy grace.
4. Hail! Hosanna, David’s Son! Jesus, hear our supplication!
Let Thy kingdom, scepter, crown, Bring us blessing and salvation,
That forever we may sing: Hail! Hosanna to our King.
This concludes the 8:00 a.m. Service

9:15 a.m. / 10:30 a.m. Service

Lord’s Prayer
The Closing Prayer
P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that not only do You call us to
repentance, but You also give us the gifts of repentance and forgiveness that we
might live as Your redeemed people; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.
C Amen.

Benediction

Numbers 6:24-26

P The LORD bless you and keep you.
The LORD make His face to shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace.
C Amen.

Announcements
Closing Hymn

Lutheran Service Book #350
“Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come”

Words also Closing Hymn for 8AM service on page 11
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