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THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 
CHRISTMAS EVE 

December 24, 2022 
 
 
 

Pre-service Handbells Music   

Ringing of the Bells 
 

A Call to Worship Isaiah 9:2, John 1:4-5 

P The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light 
shone. In Christ was life, and the life was the light of men.  And 
the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
comprehend it. 
 
 

During the Hymn, the four Advent candles and the Christ candle on the 
wreath are lit. 

 

Opening Hymn Lutheran Service Book #387 

  “Joy to the World” 
 

Invocation & Prayer   

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 
C Amen. 

Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We are brothers and sisters in 

Christ who are about “Proclaiming God’s grace through faith 
and love.”   
 

If you are a visitor, please make yourself at home and don’t hesitate 
to ask a question.  There will be the celebration of Holy Communion 
in the 4:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. service today. If you are not a 
member of Grace and desire to commune, please speak with the 
pastor before the service. If you are physically unable to commune 
at the altar, the pastor would be happy to serve you in your pew. 
Please, notify an usher before the service begins.  
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P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 

P O God who makes us glad with the yearly remembrance of 
the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ; grant that as we joyfully 
receive the Word made flesh as our Redeemer, we may one day 
with sure confidence behold the Son of Righteousness; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 

 

Confession & Absolution  

P All mankind fell in Adam’s fall; One common sin infects us all. 
C From one to all the curse descends. And over all God’s 
wrath impends. 
P Let us confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess to You that we have sinned 
against You and against each other.  We have not done the 
good You command, but have chosen the wrong that You 
forbid. We are sorry for our sins, and ask Your forgiveness in 
the name of Your holy Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
P God’s intent is to restore us to the holiness of His image in 
which we were created through the forgiveness of our sins. 
Therefore, upon this, your confession, as a called and ordained 
servant of the Word I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 

7:00pm service 

Choir Anthem “Christmas Sanctus” 
 

Proclamation John 1:1-5; Isaiah 40:9 

P In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All 
things were made through Him, and without Him was not 
anything made that was made. In Him was life, and the life was 
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the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it. 
 

Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift 
up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; 
lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” 

 
 

Response Lutheran Service Book #379 

  “O Come All Ye Faithful” 
 
 

First Reading – Zechariah & Elizabeth Lk 1:5-13, 16, 59-66 

P 5 In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest 
named Zechariah, of the division of Abijah. And he had a wife 
from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 And 
they were both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all 
the commandments and statutes of the Lord. 7 But they had no 
child, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were advanced in 
years. 
 

8 Now while he was serving as priest before God when his 
division was on duty, 9 according to the custom of the 
priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord 
and burn incense. 10 And the whole multitude of the people were 
praying outside at the hour of incense. 11 And there appeared to 
him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of 
incense. 12 And Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, and 
fear fell upon him. 13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, 
Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife 
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. 
 

16 And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their 
God 
 

59 And on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child. And 
they would have called him Zechariah after his father, 60 but his 
mother answered, “No; he shall be called John.” 61 And they said 
to her, “None of your relatives is called by this name.” 62 And 
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they made signs to his father, inquiring what he wanted him to 
be called. 63 And he asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His 
name is John.” And they all wondered. 64 And immediately his 
mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, 
blessing God. 65 And fear came on all their neighbors. And all 
these things were talked about through all the hill country of 
Judea, 66 and all who heard them laid them up in their hearts, 
saying, “What then will this child be?” For the hand of the Lord 
was with him. 

 
 

Response Lutheran Service Book #359, verses 1-2 

  “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” 
 
 

Second Reading – Mary Luke 1:26-38 

P In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a 
city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man 
whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's 
name was Mary.  28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O 
favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly 
troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting 
this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his 
name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the 
Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his 
father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, 
and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 
 

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a 
virgin?” 
 

35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon 
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of 
God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 
conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was 
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called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And 
Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me 
according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 

 
 

Response Lutheran Service Book #359, verses 3-4 

  “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” 
 
 

Third Reading – The Newborn Luke 2:1-7 

P In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that 
all the world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration 
when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be 
registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up 
from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of 
David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house 
and lineage of David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, 
who was with child. 6 And while they were there, the time came 
for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn. 

 
 

Response Lutheran Service Book #358, verses 1-5 

  “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” 
 
 

Fourth Reading – The Shepherds Luke 2:8-12 

P And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And an angel of the 
Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were filled with great fear. 10 And the angel said 
to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy 
that will be for all the people. 11 For unto you is born this day in 
the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will 
be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling 
cloths and lying in a manger.” 
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4:00pm service 

Response Lutheran Service Book #358, verses 6-7 

  “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come” 
 

7:00pm service 

Choir Anthem “By Candlelight” 
 
 

Fifth Reading – The Angels Luke 2:13-14 

P 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God and saying, 
 

14 “Glory to God in the highest, 
    and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” 

 
 

Response Lutheran Service Book #380 

  “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 
 
 

Sixth Reading – To Bethlehem Luke 2:15-20 

P When the angels went away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and 
see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made 
known to us.” 16 And they went with haste and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it, 
they made known the saying that had been told them concerning 
this child. 18 And all who heard it wondered at what the 
shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things, 
pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it 
had been told them. 

 
 

Response Lutheran Service Book #361 

  “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
 

Sermon 
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The Apostles Creed 
 
 

Offering 
“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ 
the Lord.” 
  – Luke 2:11 
 

We encourage you to place your offering in the dropbox in the narthex 
before service.  As the usher brings the offering forward at this time you 
may also hold it up and place it in the plate as the usher walks by.  
Please also use this time for prayer and reflection upon what we have 
heard from the Lord’s Word this morning. 

 
 

Stand 

Prayer of the Church 
P Father, with joy and wonder we gather around the manger 
on this night as we recall how great is Your love for us, sending 
Your Son into our world wrapped in our flesh as a tiny child to 
forgive our sins. 
C Thank You, Lord, for this Christmas gift. 
P Jesus, on this night we recall how great is Your love for us. 
You gave up heaven to live on earth as one of us to forgive our 
sin. 
C Thank You, Lord, for this Christmas gift. 
P Holy Spirit, on this night we recall how great is Your love for 
us, gathering us together through the waters of Baptism and 
nourishing our faith through the Word and by the body and 
blood of Jesus for the forgiveness of our sin. 
C Thank You, Lord, for this Christmas gift. 
 

P Everlasting Lord, we pray that we see Jesus not only as the 
baby of Bethlehem, but also honor Him as the Christ of the cross 
and recognize the majesty of the King of kings and Lord of lords, 
both humbly adoring and proudly proclaiming Him as our King 
and Lord. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
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P Comforting Lord, we lift up all those who lack joy this 
Christmastime due to afflictions spiritually, mentally, and 
physically. Grant that the hope and promise found in a Savior 
born for them will give peace in times of trial. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
 

P Renewing Lord, let the Good News of Christmas inspire a 
renewing of hope, faith, joy, wonder, and witness in our hearts, 
our homes, in this congregation, and in the Church throughout 
the world. Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
 

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, 
trusting in Your mercy through the Savior born for us, Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen. 

 
 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

 

 

 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the 
confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into 
our mouths not only bread and wine but his very body and blood to 
eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our 
union with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to his table 
those who trust his words, repent of all sin, and set aside any 
refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that they 
may show forth his death until he comes. 
 

 Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood 
unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy 
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this 
altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a 
confession differing from that of this congregation and The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the 
sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor. 
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Hymn of Preparation Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence" 
 [LSB 621] 
Pastor only verse 1:   
1. Let all mortal flesh keep silence And with fear and trembling stand; 
 Ponder nothing earthly minded, For with blessing in his hand 
 Christ our God to earth descending Comes our homage to demand. 

 

Congregation verses 2 - 4 
 

2. King of kings, yet born of Mary, As of old on earth he stood, 
 Lord of lords, in human vesture, In the body and the blood,  
 He will give to all the faithful His own Self for heavenly food. 
 

3. Rank on rank the host of heaven  
 Spreads its vanguard on the way, 
 As the Light of Light descendeth  
 From the realms of endless day, 
 That the powers of hell may vanish  
 As the darkness clears away. 
 

4. At his feet the six-winged seraph;  
 Cherubim with sleepless eye 
 Veil their faces to the Presence,  
 As with ceaseless voice they cry: 
 Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia, Lord most high! 

 
 

Preface 
P The Lord be with you.  
C And also with you.  

 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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Proper Preface 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 
Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; by 
whose birth as Savior and divine King, You have manifested 
the fullness of Your glory. Therefore, with angels and 
archangels and all the company of heaven, we laud and 
magnify Your holy name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus  “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice”   LSB #386, verse 1 

Now sing we, now rejoice, Now raise to heav’n our voice; 
He from whom joy streameth Poor in a manger lies; 
Not so brightly beameth The sun in yonder skies. 
Thou my Savior art! Thou my Savior art! 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 
 

The Words of our Lord  
 
 

Pax Domini  “The Peace of Our Lord”   

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

 
 

Agnus Dei  “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice”   LSB #386, verses 2-3 

Come from on high to me; I cannot rise to Thee. 
Cheer my wearied spirit, O pure and holy Child; 
Through Thy grace and merit, Blest Jesus, Lord most mild, 
Draw me unto Thee! Draw me unto Thee! 
 

Now through His Son doth shine The Father’s grace divine. 
Death was reigning o’er us Through sin and vanity 
Till He opened for us A bright eternity. 
May we praise Him there! May we praise Him there! 
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Distribution Hymns  
“Angels We Have Heard on High” LSB # 368 
“Away in a Manger” LSB # 364 
“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” LSB # 366 
“Once in Royal David’s City” LSB # 376 
“Gentle Mary Laid Her Child” LSB # 374 

 
 

Stand 

Nunc Dimittis  “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice”  LSB #386, verse 4 

Oh, where shall joy be found? Where but on heav’nly ground? 
Where the angels singing With all His saints unite, 
Sweetest praises bringing In heav’nly joy and light. 
Oh, that we were there! Oh, that we were there. 

 
 

Communion Prayer and Dismissal   

P Lord, hear our prayers and come to us, 
C Bringing light into the darkness of our hearts; in the name 
of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
P Almighty God, You made this holy night shine with the 
brightness of the true Light. 
C Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus' 
presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of His 
glory; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
 

Service of Light  

P Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 
C the light no darkness can overcome. 
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P Stay with us, Lord, for it is evening, 
C and the day is almost over.  
P Let Your light scatter the darkness, 
C and illumine Your church. 

 

P The Lord be with you. 
C and also with you. 

 
 

Candlelighting 
Pastor will come down the center aisle to the congregation. The 
person at the end of each pew should approach the pastor as he 
comes by to light their candles, then light others’ candles in their 
pew.  A lit candle is NEVER tilted but always held upright while 
giving light to another lest wax be dripped on the floor and pews. 
Candles will be lit during this hymn. 
 
 
 

Hymn  Lutheran Service Book #370 
  “What Child Is This” 

1. What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
 On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
 Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
 While shepherds watch are keeping? 
 This, this is Christ the king, 
 Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
 Haste, haste to bring Him laud, 
 The babe, the son of Mary! 
 

2. Why lies He in such mean estate 
 Where ox and ass are feeding? 
 Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
 The silent Word is pleading. 
 Nails, spear shall pierce Him through, 
 The cross be born for me, for you; 
 Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
 The babe, the son of Mary! 
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3. So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
  Come, peasant, king, to own Him. 
 The King of kings salvation brings; 
 Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 
 Raise, raise the song on high, 
 The virgin sings her lullaby; 
 Joy, joy, for Christ is born, 
 The babe, the son of Mary! 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  
P O God, because You once caused this holy night to shine with 
the brightness of the true Light, grant that we who have known 
the mystery of that Light here on earth may come to the full 
measure of its joys in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
C Amen. 

 
 

Blessing 

P May almighty God, who sent His Son to take our nature upon 
Him, bless you in this holy season, scatter the darkness of sin, 
and brighten your heart with the light of His holiness. 
C Amen. 
P May almighty God, who in the Word made flesh joined 
heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you His peace and 
favor. 
C Amen. 
P The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the  Son and the 
Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you forever. 
C Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn Lutheran Service Book #363 

  “Silent Night” 
1. Silent night! Holy night! All is calm, all is bright, 
 Round yon Virgin Mother and Child, 
 Holy Infant, so tender and mild,  
 Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 
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2. Silent night! Holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight; 
 Glories stream from heaven afar,  
 Heav'nly hosts sing, Alleluia,   
 Christ, the Savior is born! Christ, the Savior is born! 
 

3. Silent night! Holy night! Son of God, love's pure light 
 Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
 With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
 Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth. 
 

At the end of the hymn the lights will be turned back on. You can 
put out your candles and greet one another.  An organ postlude will 
follow. No ushers will usher you out of the pew. Wish everyone a 
Merry Christmas as you leave!  
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630 N. Monroe St., Monroe, MI 48162   ---   734-242-1401 

www.gracelutheranmonroe.org 

 

Worship Services: 
Sunday:  
Worship Services: 8:00 am & 10:30 am 
Bible Studies & Sunday School: 9:15 am 
 

Monday: 
Worship Service: 7:00 pm 
 

Wednesday:  
Advent Worship: 11:00 am & 7:00 pm 
 

Sunday-December 25 

Christmas Day Worship: 10:00 am (Communion) 
 

Monday-December 26 - NO Worship 

 
 

Bible Studies:  
Will resume in January 2023 

http://www.gracelutheranmonroe.org/

