Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! We are brothers and sisters in
Christ who are about “Proclaiming God’s grace through faith

and love.”
If you are a visitor, please make yourself at home and don’t hesitate
to ask a question. There will be the celebration of Holy Communion
today. If you are not a member of Grace and desire to commune,
please speak with the pastor before the service. If you are
physically unable to commune at the altar, the pastor would be
happy to serve you in your pew. Please, notify an usher before the
service begins.

NEW YEAR’S EVE
December 31, 2022

Today in Worship
• Although New Year’s Eve is more holiday than holy day, the people
of God come together not simply to remember the passage of time
but to commend their days to the Lord. Our time is lived in God’s
hands. The world acknowledges the passage of a year, but the
Church sees us another year closer to the Lord’s return to finish all
things. We live out our days not as the fearful who do not know what
is ahead but as the confident who pray for God to finish the days
here and begin eternity. Faith to anticipate and greet our eternal
future is faith strong enough to meet whatever changes this world
holds.

Ringing of the Bells
Welcome

Opening Hymn

Lutheran Service Book #899
“Across the Sky the Shades of Night”

Service of Corporate Confession
and Individual Absolution

LSB pp. 290-291

OPTIONAL: When the time comes to approach the altar, the Pastor will
stand on the first step and each person is invited to approach and
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simply bow their head before the Pastor and he will speak the words of
absolution over your head in the stead of Jesus himself. If you would
like Pastor to speak these words to you at your pew, please let an Usher
know.

Psalm 90

Psalm 90:1-4
Congregational responses sung to the tune ST. ANNE, LSB #733

P LORD, You have been our dwelling place in all generations.
C O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come;
Our shelter from the stormy blast,
And our eternal home.
P Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever You had
formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting
You are God.
C Before the hills in order stood
Or earth received her frame,
From everlasting Thou art God,
To endless years the same.
P You return man to dust and say, "Return, O children of man!"
C Thy word commands our flesh to dust:
"Return, ye sons of men!"
All nations rose from earth at first
And turn to earth again.
P For a thousand years in Your sight are but as yesterday when
it is past, or as a watch in the night.
C A thousand ages in Thy sight
Are like an evening gone,
Short as the watch that ends the night
Before the rising sun.
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.
Amen
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Prayer of the Day
P Let us pray, Eternal God, we commit to Your mercy and
forgiveness the year now ending and commend to Your blessing
and love the times yet to come. In the new year, abide among us
with Your Holy Spirit that we may always trust in the saving name
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.

Old Testament Reading

Isaiah 30:8-17

“Return to Me, and you shall be saved; trust shall be your strength.”

L The Old Testament Reading for New Year’s Eve is from
Isaiah, chapter 30.
8
And now, go, write it before them on a tablet
and inscribe it in a book,
that it may be for the time to come
as a witness forever.
9
For they are a rebellious people,
lying children,
children unwilling to hear
the instruction of the Lord;
10
who say to the seers, “Do not see,”
and to the prophets, “Do not prophesy to us what is right;
speak to us smooth things,
prophesy illusions,
11
leave the way, turn aside from the path,
let us hear no more about the Holy One of Israel.”
12
Therefore thus says the Holy One of Israel,
“Because you despise this word
and trust in oppression and perverseness
and rely on them,
13
therefore this iniquity shall be to you
like a breach in a high wall, bulging out and about to collapse,
whose breaking comes suddenly, in an instant;
14
and its breaking is like that of a potter's vessel
that is smashed so ruthlessly
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that among its fragments not a shard is found
with which to take fire from the hearth,
or to dip up water out of the cistern.”
15

For thus said the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel,
“In returning and rest you shall be saved;
in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.”
But you were unwilling, 16 and you said,
“No! We will flee upon horses”;
therefore you shall flee away;
and, “We will ride upon swift steeds”;
therefore your pursuers shall be swift.
17
A thousand shall flee at the threat of one;
at the threat of five you shall flee,
till you are left
like a flagstaff on the top of a mountain,
like a signal on a hill.

L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Epistle Reading

Romans 8:31b-39

“Nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.”

L The Epistle Reading is from Romans, chapter eight.
If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare
his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with
him graciously give us all things? 33 Who shall bring any charge
against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn?
Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was
raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is
interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36 As it is written,
“For your sake we are being killed all the day long;
we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.”
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37

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through
him who loved us. 38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor
angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor
powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

L This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
P Rejoice! Rejoice!
C with thanks embrace another year of grace!

Holy Gospel

Luke 12:35-40

“Stay dressed and ready for action.”

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke the 12th chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
35

“Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 36 and
be like men who are waiting for their master to come home
from the wedding feast, so that they may open the door to him
at once when he comes and knocks. 37 Blessed are those
servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I
say to you, he will dress himself for service and have them
recline at table, and he will come and serve them. 38 If he
comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them
awake, blessed are those servants! 39 But know this, that if the
master of the house had known at what hour the thief was
coming, he would not have left his house to be broken into.
40 You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an
hour you do not expect.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

The Nicene Creed
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Hymn of the Day

Lutheran Service Book #384
“Of the Father’s Love Begotten”

Sermon
Offering
“Blessed are those servants whom the master finds awake when
he comes.”
– Luke 12:37a
We encourage you to place your offering in the dropbox in the narthex
before service. As the usher brings the offering forward at this time you
may also hold it up and place it in the plate as the usher walks by.
Please also use this time for prayer and reflection upon what we have
heard from the Lord’s Word this morning.

Prayer of the Church
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, and
for all people according to their needs.
O God, our help in ages past, we give You thanks and praise for
all Your mercies with which You have blessed us through this
past year of 2022 and all years previous. We recall with
thanksgiving family members and other people through whom
You have guided and instructed us. Make us to be blessings to
those You have given us to care for and love. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P O God, our hope for years to come, guide Your holy Church
to proclaim Your saving name faithfully in all the nations of the
earth. Enable pastors and other workers to proclaim and
administer Your Gospel that many may bless Your name with
thankful hearts. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P O God, under the shadow of Your throne Your saints have
dwelt secure. Guard and bless all who suffer illness or adversity
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in this world (especially _________) and grant healing and
wholeness according to Your gracious will. Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P O God, be our guard while troubles last and our eternal
home. Dwell with us even as we dwell in Your Son’s body and
blood and live and hope in the constant forgiveness of our sins.
Lord, in Your mercy,
C hear our prayer.
P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.

Service of the Sacrament
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the
confession and glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives into
our mouths not only bread and wine but his very body and blood to
eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our
union with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to his table
those who trust his words, repent of all sin, and set aside any
refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that they
may show forth his death until he comes.
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood
unworthily do so to their great harm and because Holy
Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this
altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a
confession differing from that of this congregation and The
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the
sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor.
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Preface
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim
the Lord’s death until HE comes.
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your
body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember
and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death,
Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your
ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment.
So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of our Lord Spoken
Pax Domini “The Peace of Our Lord”
Agnus Dei “Lamb of God”
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LSB p. 162
LSB p. 163
LSB p. 163

Distribution Hymns
“Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love”
“God Loves Me Dearly”

Thank the Lord
The Closing Prayer

LSB # 900
LSB # 392
LSB p. 164
Luther’s Evening Prayer, adapt.

P Let us pray.
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your
dear Son, that You have graciously kept me this year; and I
pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done
wrong, and graciously keep me in this new year. For into Your
hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let
Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no
power over me. Amen.

Benediction

Numbers 6:24-26
P The LORD bless you and keep you. The LORD make His face
to shine upon you and be gracious to you. The LORD look upon
you with favor and  give you peace.
C Amen.

Closing Hymn

Lutheran Service Book #896
“Now Greet the Swiftly Changing Year”
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Want to write some notes down?
These pages are free for you.
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630 N. Monroe St., Monroe, MI 48162 --- 734-242-1401
www.gracelutheranmonroe.org

Worship Services:
Sunday:
Worship Services: 8:00 am & 10:30 am
Bible Studies & Sunday School: 9:15 am

Monday:
Worship Service: 7:00 pm

Bible Studies:
Sunday Truth Project resumes Jan. 8 at 6:30 pm.
Monday Bible Study resumes Jan. 9 at 9 am.
Thursday Bible Study resumes Jan. 5 at 9:30 am.
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