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August 21, 2020 
 
Greetings in the Risen Christ, He is risen indeed, Alleluia! 
 
“And the king granted me what I asked, for the good hand of my God was upon me. (Neh. 2:8)” 
This has been a popular verse in the small Bible study that has been meeting on Thursday 
mornings and studying the book of Nehemiah.  It was spoken by Nehemiah as he prepared to 
return to Jerusalem from exile and begin the rebuilding of the city and its walls. Even before the 
rebuilding was able to begin Nehemiah was witness to the “good hand of God upon him.” 
 
We are witnesses at Grace to the good hand of God upon us.  We have been back to worship in 
the house of the Lord for three months now and He has blessed us in wonderful ways. I have 
seen the tears on faces at the first reception of the Lord’s Supper and it is the most beautiful of 
sights imaginable.  
 
There is plenty of information in this letter. We want to do our best to keep everyone updated 
on things happening here at Grace and how the Lord continues to be good to us all. 
 

Worship 
1. Worship continues on Sunday morning with three services. The services are at 8:00AM, 

9:15AM, 10:30AM, and Monday night worship at 7:00PM. 
a. The services have been shorter than usual and communion distribution is still 

done in continuous “drive-thru” style. 
b. The 9:15am continues to be the smallest of the three Sunday morning services 

and is a good option for those seeking a little social distancing during worship. 
c. We plan to continue with the three Sunday services for the foreseeable future. 

We desire to eventually return to two services but will wait patiently for the right 
time to make that change. 

d. We will continue with the live streaming of the worship on YouTube for all the 
foreseeable future. We are so pleased to hear of what benefit this has been. 

2. We are planning to resume the printing of our worship bulletins for Sunday September 6. 
a. We ask everyone to see the bulletins as single use only. Please take them home 

with you or dispose of the bulletin in the recycling bin in the narthex. 
b. We will continue to make the bulletins available online for download or printing 

at home. 
c. We will continue to make the service available entirely on the worship displays for 

you to worship “bulletin-free” if you so choose. 
 

 

Pastor Mark Witte 
Pastor Bob Auxter 

Sarah Witte, Youth Ministry Leader 
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Bible Study / Sunday School 
1. Pastor Witte is leading a 9:30am Bible Study on Thursday mornings. This study will 

continue into the fall.  They meet either in the gym or the classroom. 
2. It is our goal to begin Sunday morning Bible Study on September 27.  We would do this 

concurrently with the 9:15am worship service. 
a. With our two pastors one will lead Bible Study while the other leads worship. 
b. At the start we will not have our full compliment of morning snacks and coffee 

during Bible Study.   
3. Sunday School for our younger people is in the discussion phase. We are listening to all 

feedback and considering all appropriate options.  We invite your input as to what would 
help your kids and your families best at this time! 

 

Youth Group 
1. The Youth group has been meeting in various outdoor venues on Monday nights since 

the stay-at-home order was lifted. 
2. When the Sunday Bible Study resumes Sarah Witte is also hoping to start the Sunday 

morning Youth Bible Study.  They will likely meet in the youth room unless social 
distancing needs require more space. 

 

Holy Communion 
• If you would like communion but attending public worship is not a preferred option for 

you, both pastors are still offering private appointments.  They can visit you at your home 
or can meet with you in the church sanctuary. 

 

Vacation Bible School 
• Vacation Bible School took place Sunday, August 9 through Thursday, August 13.  We 

prayed and prayed over many meetings the right way to bring the Good News of Jesus to 
the children of our community this year.  We knew right away our regular model using 
the whole inside of our facility would not work.  We moved to an entirely outdoor model 
keeping the parents of every kid involved to ensure that our volunteers and all attending 
could be kept as safe as possible.  Through the whole process it was our fervent prayer to 
find the right and appropriate balance between the need to continue to share the Gospel 
with the need to keep people safe. 

 

Confirmation / Weekday School 
1. Sunday, September 13th will be the Confirmation service for our four Confirmands who 

were supposed to be confirmed in May 2020.  
2. We look forward to witnessing their confession and confirmation in the faith and will 

rejoice in the Lord with them and their families. 
3. Tuesday, September 8 will be the start of Weekday School this year. They will meet 

Tuesdays at 5:30pm 
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Church Picnic 
1. Sunday, September 13th will be the Church Picnic. 
2. We will meet at the Frenchtown Township Park by the Bluebush Library. This is the same 

location as the 2019 picnic. 
3. Food will be a “bring-your-own-picnic” style of meal. Everyone is responsible for their 

lunch. We feel this will be the safest way to handle a meal together.  If you really want to 
have some fun bring something good-looking and sweet-smelling and you will have 

everyone’s attention! 😄 
4. Bring your own lawn chair.  You can also bring your own card table if you would like one.  

The church will be bringing a limited supply of tables to facilitate eating and fellowship. 
5. The Youth group will be selling cans of pop. 
6. We hope this will be a fruitful and safe fellowship activity for everyone.  We also 

anticipate people being able to take advantage of the half mile walking loop around the 
park as well as the playground for the little ones. 

 

Church Office 
1. The church office has remained physically closed since the stay-at-home order was made 

in March 2020.  The office staff has been working from home when possible or working 
from church while the building remains closed.   

2. We are planning to begin opening the office starting Tuesday September 8. The office will 
be open on Tuesdays and Fridays from 8am to noon. You are asked to wear a mask when 
entering the office.  If you need any assistance on any of the other days, please call the 
office @ 734-242-1401. 

3. Even when the office is closed the Pastors are available for individual appointments 
almost every day of the week.  Please call the office or one of us directly to set up a time. 

 

Stewardship 
1. This is a truly difficult time for everyone in ways we have not yet fully understood. 
2. Our congregation has by the grace of God been financially stable for many years. We 

would love to continue that fruitful stewardship of God’s gifts well into the future. 
3. Grace has remained committed to keeping up full salaries of all our employees.  Spending 

has been cut in other areas.   
4. We want to encourage everyone to remain committed to their own personal stewardship 

of God’s gifts. We currently offer online giving for the congregation, to sign up go to 
www.gracelutheranmonroe.org, and click on “give” to sign up. If you need assistance in 
signing up, please contact Margaret @ 734-242-1401. 

 

Worship Volunteers 
1. Please continue to pray about helping to serve in any capacity for our worship services. 
2. The primary areas of help needed are with ushering, cleaning crew, video tech, sound 

tech, and altar guild.   
3. We are also beginning plans to reinstate other volunteer opportunities such as lector, 

acolyte, and greeter. 
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4. If you are able to serve in one of these capacities please let the office know by emailing 
church@gracelutheranmonroe.org or calling (734) 242-1401. 
 

 
Please remember, when you are here at church for worship or any other activity to please wear 
your mask until you are seated and properly distanced from other individuals. If you are able to 
keep your mask on while singing and speaking that’s even better for the good of all.  We want to 
continue to do everything we can on our part to not be a part of the spread of this illness.  

Please know the phone and e-mails are being answered and the pastors are both fully involved in 
all aspects of regular ministry. If there is a need or you feel we are missing something, please 
don’t hesitate to contact. We are not too busy to be there for you. 

Blessings, 

 

 
 
 

Pastor Mark Witte 
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