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November 18, 2020 
 
Greetings in the Risen Christ, He is risen indeed, Alleluia! 
 

“But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may 
not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. (1 Thess. 4:13-14)”   
 

We do not want you to be uninformed dear sisters and brothers!  We want you to know what is 
happening at Grace and most especially we want you to continue to grow and live in the hope 
that we have in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Things continue to change rapidly in the world around us 
and close to home in our communities.  We also have new guidelines and restrictions from the 
State of Michigan to apply to our everyday ministry and practices. 
 

So, here is an update on what we are doing at Grace: 
 

Worship 
1. Worship will continue Sunday mornings with three services. The services are at 8:00 AM, 

9:15 AM, 10:30 AM, and Monday night worship at 7:00 PM. 
2. The 8:00am service will continue to be live-streamed and recorded for all who need to or 

desire to worship from home.  This streaming can be found on YouTube via our website 
at www.gracelutheranmonroe.org 

3. You are asked to wear a mask while arriving and departing worship, and any time you 
cannot maintain six feet distance from your neighbor. When seated please feel free to 
continue to wear the mask if you are able to tolerate it. 

 

Holy Communion 
• If you would like communion but attending public worship is not a preferred option for 

you, both pastors are still offering private appointments.  They can visit you at your home 
or can meet with you in the church sanctuary. 
 

Bible Study / Sunday School / Weekday School 
1. The Sunday Morning Bible Study led by both Pastors will continue forward uninterrupted. 

This study at 9:15am in the gym is presently on the Book of Revelation. 
2. The Thursday Morning Bible Study led by Pastor Witte will take off starting Thanksgiving 

Thursday and remain off through Advent and Christmas.  This class will reconvene 
Thursday January 7.  They are studying the Book of Revelation. 

3. The Monday Bible Studies (at 9:30am and 5:00pm) with Pastor Bob will continue forward 
uninterrupted. The Monday Morning Study is working on the “Ten Miracles of Jesus”.  
The Monday Evening Study is called “Jesus: A Study Based on the Words of Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John” 
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4. WEEKDAY SCHOOL / CONFIRMATION 
a. This class will continue uninterrupted with Pastor Witte on Tuesdays at 5:30pm. 
b. Their Christmas Break will be Tuesday December 22 and Tuesday December 29. 

5. SUNDAY SCHOOL 
a. The 7th Grade through High School group will continue to meet with Sarah Witte 

in the youth room. 
b. The preschool through 6th Grade group is presently not meeting in person due to 

the complications of COVID-19.  
c. We have a new Facebook group started for our Sunday School so they can begin 

interacting and learning virtually. Families with Sunday School kids please 
consider joining this.  Other members are also welcome to join the group. You can 
find it at: https://bit.ly/GraceSSchool 

d. Plans for returning the younger groups to in-person learning is being looked at for 
2021.  

e. As we plan for in-person Sunday School it would be greatly helpful to our 
congregation and our kids if individuals would consider volunteering to help 
teach.  If we get enough volunteers the teaching can be split up and no one 
person need bear too much of the time. 

 
 

Youth Group 
1. The IMPACT (High School) group is meeting on Monday nights and will continue to do so 

in the Youth Room with all necessary safety precautions. 
2. IMPACT hosted Grace’s Craft show in October with several COVID-19 changes being 

made.  The show was smaller this year, but this also allowed for us to keep tables and 
people more spread out.  It appeared everyone involved was pleased with how the show 
went and several shoppers kept people busy throughout the day. 

3. The IMPACT group regrets to inform the congregation they will not be doing the 
Christmas Cookie Sale in 2020.  They will, Lord-willing, be back and better than ever with 
cookies in 2021. 
 
 

Advent 
• This December we will be celebrating Advent as we do every year.  It is a right time of 

year to be setting our focus with extra time on worship and being in the Word with our 
Savior Jesus.  We will hold services on the Wednesdays in December at 11:00am and 
7:00pm as usual.   

• The worship theme this year will be called “God Keeps His Promises: The 
Genealogy of Jesus”.  We are regularly reminded of how weak the human word is 
when promises are made and then broken.  Our brothers and sisters get our 
hopes up with words of great promise only to let us down.  When God makes 
promises we can rest assured He will keep them.  In the promise of a Savior in 
Jesus God made promises all throughout history of who Jesus would be and what 
He would do.  Many of these promises can be found in the ancestors of Jesus, 
those forebears who came before Him.  We look forward to investigating some of 
these fascinating individuals and the parts they played on the path to God keeping 
His promise in sending Jesus. 
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• The Wednesday’s services will be on December 2, 9, and 16 so join us in marking 
your calendars. 

• We will not be hosting the lunches after the 11:00am service.  Due to all the 
related health concerns with COVID-19 it seems in our best interest to skip this 
year’s lunches.  Pray all is well in the world soon and that we can return to our 
Advent lunches in 2021. 

 
 

Christmas 
1. By the grace of God, we certainly do wish to celebrate Christmas in-person this year. 
2. We will be planning to add an extra Christmas Eve service to help spread out our 

numbers. This extra service time will be at 5:00pm in addition to our regular 7:00pm and 
11:00pm services.  All three services will be the same so pick which time works best for 
you and your family. 

3. It is our intention to live-stream and record each of our special Advent – Christmas 
season worship services.  This means one of each of the Wednesday services will be 
recorded. One of the Christmas Eve services recorded, and the Christmas Day service 
recorded.  We hope this will help share our special Christmas worship with everyone who 
is following along at home. 
 
 

Church Office 
1. The Church Office had been open on Tuesday and Friday mornings from 8:00am to noon.  

Due to the November 18 Restrictions from the State of Michigan encouraging work from 
home we have decided to temporarily close the office. Margaret will be working from 
home remotely.  If the State restrictions end on December 9 we will announce a date for 
the office to re-open with the limited hours.   

2. As always, you can call the office (734-242-1401) during regular business hours to take 
care of needs over the phone.  The hours are Monday thru Thursday 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. 
& Friday 9:00 am to 1:00 pm. 

3. The Pastors are available for individual appointments almost every day of the week.  
Please call the office or one of us directly to set up a time. 

 

Meetings 
• Due to the November 18 Restrictions from the State of Michigan the Trustees have 

decided the following: 
1. All outside group meetings (e.g. AA Meetings, Scouts, etc.) are suspended for four 

weeks. 
2. All Board Meetings are should be conducted over Zoom to avoid any unnecessary 

face-to-face time. 
 
 

Information 
• If you want our latest information on a regular basis here are the best ways to do this: 

1. Grace’s website – www.gracelutheranmonroe.org 
2. Grace’s Facebook page -- https://www.facebook.com/gracemonroemi 
3. The Weekly – as a handout on Sunday mornings or on the website for download. 
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Worship Volunteers 
1. Please continue to pray about helping to serve in any capacity for our worship services. 
2. The primary areas of help needed are with ushering, cleaning crew, video tech, sound 

tech, and altar guild.   
3. You can also volunteer to serve as a lector or acolyte.  Just let the office know when you 

are available. 
4. If you are able to serve in one of these capacities please let the office know by emailing 

mroebke@gracelutheranmonroe.org or calling (734) 242-1401. 
 

 
Please know the phone and e-mails are being answered and the pastors are both fully involved in 
all aspects of regular ministry. If there is a need or you feel we are missing something, please 
don’t hesitate to contact us. We are not too busy to be there for you. 

Blessings, 

 

 
 

Pastor Mark Witte 
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