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•Church Council 
President  ...................................................... Bill Sisk 
V. President  ................................. Tony Castiglione 
Secretary  ..................................... Prudy Fairchild 
Treasurer  .............................................. Larry Smith 

Finance Chairman  ....................  George Krueger 
Finance Secretary  ............................. Sally Carroll 

Board of Elders 
Bob Auxter, Kurt Kazmierski, Hal Schmidt,  

Isac Smith, Chris Zarecki  
 

Board of Trustees  
Steve Evans, Rod Foshag, John Giarmo, 

  Bryan Weber, Don Wigman, Jr., Kristin Zarecki 
 
 

Board of Christian Education 
Tammy Castiglione,  Alyssa Jambor,  

Rosemarie Mikrees, Brenda Rivet 
Deb Schmidt, Bonnie Sorter  

 

Board of Evangelism 
JoAnne Bunge, Jon Bunge,  
Ron Lymond, Susan Miller 

 

Board of Parish Life 
 Bev Gessner, Sheila Lambert, Audrey Musulin 

Lisa Schubargo, Sue Sisk, Ileene Smith 
 

Board of Youth  
Donita Auxter,  Kim Kruger, Kate Matthes 

Melissa Roocroft, Lisa Sowatsky, Julie Waldecker 
 

•Staff 
Pastor: Rev. Mark Witte 
Administrative Assistant:  Mrs. Margaret Roebke 
Youth Director: Mrs. Sarah Witte 

 

•Prayer Chain 
Rose ................................................... (734) 289-3894 
 

 
 

•Office Hours 
Monday - Thursday ........................... 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Friday ................................................... 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Phone ................................................ (734) 242-1401 

email: church@gracelutheranmonroe.org 
web site: www.gracelutheranmonroe.org 

This Lenten season we will be using a series of sermons and 

lessons each Wednesday with the �tle “Living Lent As People of 

the Resurrec�on.  When we look back during this Lenten-�me as 

the work of Jesus and His passion we do so also knowing the end 

of the story.  He rose!  This year’s Lenten journey will help teach 

us how to keep the blessed joy of Jesus’ resurrec�on with us 

through the ever present trials of this life.  We know the end of 

the story of our lives as well in Christ. 

Our worship will be at 11a.m. and 7p.m. each Wednesday, as 

usual, and we will invite you to join us for lunch a,er the 11a.m. 

services, if you are able.  In case you’re not hooked just yet, I 

want you to see for yourself just what wonderful themes we will 

be studying and hearing about in the weeks to come.  Here is a 

brief look at the upcoming schedule: 
 

“Continued on page 3” 

F��� M���� The movie, "War Room," 

will be shown at Grace in the gym on Saturday, 

February 20,  beginning at 7:00 p.m. This is 

FREE and all are welcome! Bring a friend or 

two (and a comfy chair, if you'd like). This 

event is  sponsored by the Board of Evangelism 

and the Board of Parish Life.  Don't miss it! 
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Grace Ladies 

Society 
Ladies Society meets Thurs., 

February 4, at 12:30 p.m. Ladies 

attending are asked to bring their 

own BROWN BAG LUNCH. 

Donna Rafko and Mary Weber are 

the hostesses. The business 

meeting will include deciding on 

projects for the year, so bring your 

ideas. 

Also, the Ladies Society will 

be having their 85th Anniversary 

Potluck on Thursday, March 3, at 

12:00 p.m. (NOON). Ladies 

attending are asked to bring a dish 

for the potluck and also any 

pictures you would like to share 

with the group from previous 

Society activities. We will view a 

DVD presentation of the History 

of the Ladies Society and Church. 

All ladies of Grace are invited to 

attend Ladies Society.  

Spring Fellowship Tea 
Save the date of Sunday, April 24, from 2:00-5:00 p.m., for the 

Spring Fellowship Tea. The chosen theme for this year will be “Hymns 

and their origins”. We are trying a new 

simplified format to enable more participation 

from everyone attending. This will allow for 

more time for Christian fellowship for 

everyone involved. We welcome all ladies of 

the congregation to join us.  

Join us on Thursday, February 11, at 6:00 p.m. to help organize the 

tea sponsored by the Board of Parish Life. If you have questions, please 

speak to a Board of Parish Life Member.  
 

February Birthdays February Birthdays February Birthdays February Birthdays     
 

Friends of Grace celebrating birthdays this month.  
If yours isn’t listed, we may not have it in our records. 

Contact the Church Office and we will gladly include it. 
 

God’s blessings and happy birthday!God’s blessings and happy birthday!God’s blessings and happy birthday!God’s blessings and happy birthday!    

 
1 Diane Kuehnlein 

Edith Plumb 
 
2 Olivia Marsai 

Susen Wigman 
Noah Marsai 
Abram Cunningham 

 
3 Laura Sowatsky 
 
5 Christopher Leidel 

Noah Harmon 
 
10 Janet Giarmo 

Barbara Hehl 
 
12 Paul Yentz 

Deborah Bastianelli 
 
14 Arnette Gahlau 
 
15 Herman Amolsch 
 
16 Don Wigman Jr. 

19 Bradley Angelocci 
Vaughn Kregel 
Mia Libstorff 
Wayne Waldecker 

 
20 Mikaela Graves 
 
21 C.J. Zarecki 
 
22 Timothy Hehl 
 
23 Armond Schoof 
 
24 Bryan Weber 
 
25 Faye Blohm 
 
26 Matthew Berry 
 
27 Frank Rabideau 

Kayla Friederichs 
 
28 John Giarmo 

Rosanne Pritchett 

Coming 2017 
Mark your calendars for 

Sunday, October 15, 2017, for a 

Michigan District-wide 500th 

Anniversary Reformation 

Worship Service  to be held at  

Breslin Center at Michigan State 

University. 
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February 10 (Ash Wednesday) 

Ponder 
Luke 5:27-32 :: Lent is a �me to ponder our 

rela�onship with God and with one another, 

to discover the love of God seen in the cross 

and empty tomb. 

 

February 17 

Purpose 

Luke 19:1-10 :: This season is a �me to find 

God’s purpose for our lives, fulfilled in our 

redemp�on by Jesus, who seeks and saves 

the lost and gives us new life. 

 

February 24 

People 

John 10:14-18 :: We are called to be among 

people in this world. People ma9er to God; 

he sent Jesus to save them. People should 

ma9er to us; we are sent to love them. 

 

March 2 

Proclaim 

1 Peter 2:9-10 :: To proclaim the story of 

Christ is to paint a picture of the God who 

seeks and embraces us. Our proclama�on of 

the Savior brings faith to life. 

 

March 9 

Praise 

Psalm 34:1-10 :: Even in the midst of sorrow, 

we are called to celebrate the love of God and 

the joy that can be found only in Christ cruci-

fied, who reigns in glory now. 

 

March 16 

Pain 

Luke 23:26-38 :: The pain of rejec�on and the 

pain of a father when a son leaves are juxta-

posed against the reckless love of God re-

vealed in Jesus, who wipes every tear from 

our eyes. 

Science Day 
The Board of Parish Life will be 

hosting a science day in the gym on 

Sunday, March 6, in the gym. There 

will be experiments 

& games. Make sure 

you mark the day on 

your calendar.  

There will be more 

information coming 

soon! 

    Holy Week 

Worship Schedule  
 

March 20-Palm Sunday  
 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.- 
 

March 24-Maundy Thursday  
 7:00 p.m. - Communion 
 

March 25-Good Friday  1:00 p.m. &  
 Tenebrae at 7:30 p.m. 
  

March 27-Easter Sunday  
 7:00 & 10:30 a.m. 
 -Communion at both services 
Breakfast served after 7:00 a.m. service 

Peanut Butter 
There will be a collection of  

peanut butter, to be donated to 

MCOP, to help people in need, 

during the month 

of February.  

Please put your 

jars of peanut butter in the box in 

the hallway by the triangle room. 

Pick up date is the first week of 

March.  
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LWML 
The Lutheran Women’s 

Missionary League will be hosting 

a Day of Prayer on Tuesday, 

February 9, at Wellspring (The 

Lutheran Home) starting at 9:30 

a.m. with refreshments in the 

dining room.  At 10:00 a.m. a 

service in the chapel will be held. 

Please come and support this Day 

of Prayer. Also, on Saturday, 

March 19, a retreat will be held 

at the Quality Inn on N. Dixie 

Highway. Registration starts at 

8:30 a.m. with breakfast at 9:00 

a.m. The speaker is Carolyn Bira. 

The topic will be “Under the 

Tree.” 

Thank you to everyone who 

donated mite boxes or contributed 

to Lutheran Women's Missionary 

League Missions. Your generosity 

is appreciated. 

Meet Gary & Darlene Riling 
Gary is from Riverview, Michigan, 

but lived in several states growing up as 

his father was in the military. Darlene 

was raised in the Hamtramck area. 

They were married on June 13, 1981 

and lived in Trenton until 2011, when 

they built their home in Carleton, 

Michigan. They have one daughter, 

Melissa, who is married to Zack Clark 

and are expecting their first child, 

Zachary, on March 8. 

Gary is employed as a manager at 

Link Tool & Manufacturing. Darlene retired from Mercure Insurance 

Agency in July, 2015. Gary was previously a firefighter for 

Brownstown and is currently involved for the past six years with Big 

Brothers-Big Sisters program. Darlene also helps Gary with mentoring 

their second set of twin boys through Big Brothers-Big Sisters.  

Gary enjoys all sports, especially golf and bowling. Darlene loves to 

work around the yard and spend time with family and friends. She is a 

huge “I Love Lucy” fan. 

We welcome Gary and Darlene as new members of Grace Lutheran 

Church.  

Winter Weather 

Reminder   
If Monroe Public Schools is 

cancelled due to weather, Weekday 

School,  Ladies Society, Monday’s 

Ladies Bible Study, Men’s Club, 

and Thursday Bible Study will not 

meet.  Other groups and Church 

Boards should check with their 

leaders during any weather event to 

see if their meetings are still on. 

el  Joel Vore 
Sabrina Phillips 
Emma Kimble 

 
2 Betty Wigman 
 
8 Tina Bovenkerk 

Ashton Yoas 
 
10 Kelly Siat 

Kaden Matthes 
 

 

13 Janet Bitz 
Angela Yentz 
 

14 Kathryn Matthes 
 
18 Christopher Leidel 
 
19 Ryan Cunningham 

Michael Rivet 
 
20 Brady Bovenkerk 
 
26 Laura Sowatsky 

        

FebruaryFebruaryFebruaryFebruary    

    Baptism BirthdaysBaptism BirthdaysBaptism BirthdaysBaptism Birthdays 
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Lutheran High South 

The 6th-8th graders are cordially 

invited to attend Youth Game Night 

on Fri., February 19, 7-10:00 p.m. 

at Lutheran High South located at 

8210 N. Telegraph Rd. Newport.  

Come and play video games, card 

games, games in the gym, have 

pizza, snacks, and MORE! 

The Grace Super Youth will be 

attending this event.  

Cost is only $2.00 for pizza.   

Register online: 

www.lutheranhighsouth.com or 

call: 734-586-8832 

IMPACT to the National Youth Gathering 
This spring will be a busy time for our high schoolers/college students. Thirteen youth and four adults will be 

attending the National Youth Gathering along with 35,000 other LCMS youth. We are excited to have this oppor-

tunity to worship, learn, and praise in New Orleans. Our youth and adults have been working hard at fundraising to 

meet the $1250 per person for the trip. Keep an eye open for our next fundraisers. 

 

Saturday, February 13 – Valentines Deliveries & Dinner 
 

Saturday, March 19 – Throwback Prom 
 

Sunday, March 27 – Easter Breakfast 
 

Saturday, April 2 – Annual Garage Sale 
(Member Sale 6:30-8p.m. on Friday) 

 

May TBD – Bowling Night 
 

Sunday, May 29 – Youth Service/Door Offering 

Super Youth 
We are excited to announce that our Super Youth room is up and running. 

We’ve hung posters and Christmas lights, as well as installed a new TV 

thanks to Thrivent! We use the room (across from the balcony) for Sunday 

School for 4th-6th grades, 5th & 6th grade Weekday School and some Super 

Youth events. 

There are two overnight trips coming up for 6th-8th graders: 
 

Junior High Tool Time – a weekend getaway at Concordia University 

Ann Arbor 

April 15-16th, 2016 
This year’s theme is “Bon Voyage!” As we work through the journey of 

life with Christ as our guide 
What will we do there? Good question! 

Skits, games, speakers, small group time, music and so much more! 
See Sarah ASAP if you would like to attend! 

 

Michigan District Junior High Youth Gathering 

June 3-5th, 2016 at the Bavarian Inn Lodge in Frankenmuth, MI 
This year’s theme is “Owned”, looking at 1 Corinthians 6:19-20, “Or do 

you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you 

have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So 

glorify God in your body.” 



 

Congratulations! Congratulations! Congratulations! Congratulations! You have the opportunity to have  

    
A Valentine’s Dinner A Valentine’s Dinner A Valentine’s Dinner A Valentine’s Dinner     
in Parisin Parisin Parisin Paris    

    
Saturday, February 13th Saturday, February 13th Saturday, February 13th Saturday, February 13th     
from 5:00from 5:00from 5:00from 5:00----9:00pm9:00pm9:00pm9:00pm    

Grace Church Fellowship HallGrace Church Fellowship HallGrace Church Fellowship HallGrace Church Fellowship Hall 
 

 
 
 

ReservationsReservationsReservationsReservations can be made through the church office at  
242-1401 or with Sarah Witte.  

 

Dinner times will start every half-hour. 
 

Your $10 meal will include croissants, salad, an entrée, dessert and Your $10 meal will include croissants, salad, an entrée, dessert and Your $10 meal will include croissants, salad, an entrée, dessert and Your $10 meal will include croissants, salad, an entrée, dessert and 
beverage.  beverage.  beverage.  beverage.  (Vegetarian and gluten-free options are available.) 

 

Free babysitting is also providedFree babysitting is also providedFree babysitting is also providedFree babysitting is also provided. (Please let us know if you need any 
of these options when you place your reservation.) Funds received will go 

toward Impact’s trip to NYG 2016. 
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To guarantee articles for “The Messenger”  can be included, please have them into the Church Office by the 15thththth of the month at noon.  
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ADDRESS SERVICE  REQUESTED 

Grace Lutheran Church 

630 N. Monroe Street 

Monroe, MI 48162-2935 

Requested delivery date:  February  3, 2016 

Please help us save mailing costs by 
notifying us of address changes. 

Online calendar available at www.gracelutheranmonroe.org.. Click on the link to Grace Lutheran Church calendar. 


